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Sumatra is nominally under the control of
a Dutch governor, resident at Padang, who is
responsible to the Governor-General of the
Dutch East Indies. The island is divided into
six administrative districts, known as resi-
dencies. The native tribes, however, acknowl-
edge the supremacy of their princes, and in
a large part of the interior there is no other
government. The first European to visit
Sumatra was Ludovico de Varthema, in
1505; and he was followed in 1509 by the
Portuguese Lopez de Figuera. The Dutch be-
gan making settlements in 1599. From 1811
to 1825 the island was virtually in control of
the English, and the last English claims were
not relinquished until 1870.

Sumerian, the name given to the language
believed by many scholars to have been
spoken by the non-Semitic Shumeri of South-
ern Babylonia, and therefore to be regarded
as the most ancient language of the world.
It has been preserved in the contemporaneous
inscriptions of kings (in cuneiform charac-
ters) , and in an extensive collection of biling-
ual incantations and hymns, in which the
Sumerian text is accompanied by its Semitic
(Babylonian or Assyrian) translation or pro-
nunciation.

proceedings in the nature of a trial, held be-
fore a judge or justice of the peace, but with-
out a jury. Originally employed for cases
of contempt of court, it is now applied, under
special statutes, to offences arising under po-
lice regulations, which are dealt with per-
emptorily.
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Charles Stunner.

Summary Jurisdiction is the power pos-
sessed by courts of law to make certain or-
ders upon application without a trial, or of
their own will without application, or to
punish a person for contempt of court.

Summary Proceedings, a form of court

Summit, city, Union co., New Jersey.
It ic n residential suburb of New York;
p. 16,165.
Summons. A writ or notice served upon
a defendant in a civil action, commanding
him to appear therein within a certain time
and answer the complaint, under penalty of
having judgment entered against him by de-
fault. It may be served with or without a
copy of the complaint. It should contain
the name of the court, the title of the action,
and the signature and address of the plaintiff
or his attorneys.
Sumner, Charles (1811-74), American
statesman, was born in Boston, Mass., on
Jan. 6,1811. He was admitted to the Boston
bar in 1834. A member of the Whig Party
by descent and associations, Sumner took lit-
tle interest in politics until the threatened
extensions of negro slavery over newly ac-
quired territory awakened a spirit of re-<
sistance in the free States. He maintained
that slavery, a purely sectional institution,
could be combated in the political arena, ana
so crippled by legislation that it would neces-
sarily dwindle and become extinct. In 1848
he joined with others in the formation of the
Free Soil Party. In April, 1851, he was elect-
ed to the U. S. Senate as the successor of
Daniel Webster, by the combined Free Soil
and Democratic votes of the Massachusetts
legislature. The post thus gained he contin-
ued to hold during the remainder of his life,